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indisputable that the men found themselves able to get very
excited, and sometimes very angry, about the causes*
Something at least must be said about them here; for that
was the formative period of the pre-War Radical statesman,
and his measures, when he came to yield real, and indeed
paramount, influence in the councils of the Party, can only
be properly understood if we trace them to their roots*
The catastrophe which overwhelmed Parnell was, of
course, " the nine days' wonder " of 1890. Never after-
wards did the Irish at Westminster possess so able a leader*
With Parnell dead and discredited, the initiative really
passed into the hands of the English Liberals; and it was
not until 1910, when they had been five years in office, that
they grappled seriously with the problem* The great mind,
and the great heart, of Gladstone had seen the proper
solution; but in this, as in the field of international relations,
he was far ahead of his time, and there were no shoulders
broad enough to wear his mantle when the time came for
him to lay it aside. Lloyd George was, it need hardly be
said, in favour of Home Rule for Ireland; but the cause
never aroused his passionate enthusiasm. With him ends
always counted for more than means, and as time went on,
he showed greater and greater coolness towards such
theoretical matters as self-determination, and ever-increasing
preoccupation with practical reforms* It is obvious that, in
his judgment, it would be preferable to have a beneficent
reform conferred upon Ireland or Wales by an English
Parliament, than to have a worse measure emanating from a
native legislative body* In that respect he differed pro-
foundly and fundamentally from the true Home Rulerj for
the latter believes that it is far better for a nation to govern
itself ill than to be governed well by foreigners*
A prominent part was taken by Lloyd George in the House
in connection with the Tithe Recovery Bill of 1890* Here